
Faculty Liberal Arts & Sciences Colloquium (FLASC) 
 
FLASC is a semester-long workshop series where Faculty from across the disciplines engage with texts and 
concepts related to a chosen theme. Recent colloquia topics have included "What is a Good Life?", "What Does it 
Mean to be Human?", "Science Fiction and the Human Condition", and "Horror!". Led by Rich Bodek (History), 
FLASC discussions give faculty a chance to engage in conversations on diverse topics and work with colleagues 
from other departments for interdisciplinary interpretation of texts and course development.  Since the colloquium 
started in May 2012, 60 faculty and staff members from 21 departments have developed and offered 46 Freshman 
Seminars and four Learning Communities.  Twenty-six FLASC participants provided extensive feedback on the 
workshop experience. 
 
FLASC Creates New Courses and Teaching Approaches 
Faculty identified various benefits of participation in the FLASC program (Table 1). The most common outcomes 
included exploring new ideas and books that they wouldn’t have otherwise had the chance to read (88%) and 
creating new FYE courses (62%). Additionally, participants were able to change the way that they taught FYE and 
non-FYE courses, incorporate new texts into their courses, and develop interdisciplinary teaching and research 
connections. 

 

Table 1. As a result of participating in FLASC, I have… responses % 

Explored new ideas and books 23 88% 

Created a new FYE 16 62% 

Incorporated new texts into course 8 31% 

Created new interdisciplinary teaching connections 6 23% 

Changed my approach to teaching 5 19% 

Created new interdisciplinary research connections 3 12% 

Significantly updated previously taught FYE course 3 12% 

Changed how I teach my non-FYE course 2 8% 
 
Elaborating on how participation in FLASC has impacted teaching practices, participants emphasize how the 
workshop helped integrate perspectives from other disciplines into their personal understanding and into their 
classroom. One participant explains, “FLASC gives faculty time to explore new perspectives in a focused reading 
and discussion environment. Crucially, this happens with faculty from outside our disciplinary homes. Thus, FLASC 
broadens my teaching by suggesting avenues from English literature, history, biology, etc. through which to engage 
key debates and texts.” Additionally, participants improved their ability to have lively class discussions, in that “the 
faculty seminar was particularly helpful in helping me hone some strategies for opening up discussions… and 
encouraging students to take a greater share of the responsibility for discussions.” 
 
FLASC Explores New Ideas 
With regard to the exploration of new ideas and texts, most participants report incorporating books or readings into 
their courses that they might not have otherwise used. Specifically, faculty noted that FLASC helped broaden the 
scope of texts in a course, whereby they incorporated new texts to make the course more interdisciplinary. 
Furthermore, comments explain that using new texts “goes beyond the scope of the books used in the FLASC 
workshop. The variety of sources (novels, short stories, serial stories) allow for consideration of any of those 
formats in a particular course.” Overall, respondents were satisfied with the book selection, felt more confident 
bringing new texts into their courses, and also used these texts to create more well-rounded class discussions. 
 
FLASC Extends Beyond the Workshop 
Benefits of the FLASC workshop also included the creation of interdisciplinary teaching and research connections. 
About a third of participants have continued to develop their work with faculty members from other disciplines, 
including continued discussion groups, writing groups, and Learning Communities, making this a uniquely robust 
form of faculty development. Additionally, another third of the participants note that while they haven’t yet utilized 
the relationships they’ve developed through FLASC, they are interested in doing so in the future. Overall, the 
FLASC workshop creates opportunities for faculty to engage with new texts and with other faculty across campus, 
and use these resources in their teaching strategies, scholarly writing and research, and professional development. 


