
Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) 
 
The Writing Across the Curriculum program offers a one-week summer workshop for faculty from all disciplines.  
Directed by Chris Warnick (English), the workshop offers faculty the opportunity to meet in a small group setting 
with colleagues to discuss and explore how each of their disciplines views the process of writing, teaching of writing 
across their many diverse disciplines, and how they can incorporate writing as a learning tool in their classrooms.  
While it is supported by the FYE program, the workshop is open to all faculty on campus and does not focus solely 
on writing in the First Year. Twenty-two WAC participants provided feedback on the workshop experience. 
 
WAC Encourages New Writing Activities and Approaches  
Faculty found that the WAC workshop helped them integrate new writing activities and approaches into their 
courses (Table 1). Regarding specific activities, 86% of faculty have incorporated a Writing to Learn activity into 
their courses, 32% have incorporated a Writing-in-the-Disciplines activity, and 27% have used portfolios as a 
pedagogical tool in their class. Furthermore, 77% of participants say that they have re-designed existing writing 
assignments in their courses, mainly by modifying their approach to teaching writing. Specifically, 68% of faculty 
have incorporated scaffolding in their major writing assignments by breaking them down into more manageable 
parts and giving students an opportunity to practice particular aspects of the project. 
 

Table 1. As a result of the WAC, I have… responses % 

Incorporated writing to learn activities into my class  19 86 

Incorporated writing-in-the-disciplines activities into my class 7 32 

Incorporated a portfolio approach in my class 6 27 

Re-designed my existing writing assignments in my courses 17 77 

Incorporated scaffolding to prepare students for a major assignment 15 68 

Changed how I use writing in a non-FYE course 18 82 

Changed how I use writing in an FYE course 10 45 

 
The WAC workshop is not particular to first year students, and so it impacts faculty use of writing in a wide range of 
courses on campus. 82% of faculty report that the workshop changed how they use writing in non-FYE courses and 
45% of participants say that the workshop has changed how they use writing in FY classes. At both the FY level 
and in the majors, faculty have incorporated scaffolding into larger assignments (FY: 22% and non-FYE: 33%), 
uses new assignments such as Writing to Learn, portfolios, etc. (FY: 33% and non-FY: 29%), and have brought 
greater clarity to their class projects (FY: 28% and non-FY: 8%). Regarding first years, one respondent explains, “I 
had previously reserved most writing assignments for upper-level courses. I am now incorporating more writing in 
lower level (i.e. first and second year students) classes, with an emphasis on low-stakes writing and writing for 
revision.” As far as it impact non-FY courses, one faculty notes, “I place much more emphasis on scaffolding 
activities in upper level classes, and use short writing exercises much more than I did previously.”  
 
WAC Promotes Effective Feedback Processes 
Faculty in WAC found that the workshop improved their ability to provide student feedback and encourage 
feedback between peers (Table 2). Specifically, 73% of faculty changed how they respond to student writing, 59% 
changed how they evaluate student writing, and 45% have incorporated peer response into their teaching. 
 

Table 2. As a result of the WAC, I have… responses % 

Changed how I respond to student writing 16 73 

Changed how I evaluate student writing 13 59 

Incorporated peer response in to my teaching 10 45 

 
Both in first year and upper-level courses, faculty report that their ability to provide effective feedback for students 
has improved (27%), such that “the workshop helped me to appreciate the ways in which students receive 
feedback.” Additionally, faculty have been able to integrate peer review processes into their upper-level courses. 
One faculty member noted, “I have also spent more time talking about effective peer evaluation so students get 
more than "great job" from one another.” Overall, the annual WAC workshop provides opportunities for faculty to 
learn about new writing activities and strategies for both first year and upper-level courses, as well as improve 
communication and feedback between themselves and the students. 


